398              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
possess. Minerals help to make bone in the litter and maintain the proper mineral balance in the sow; nothing more can be expected of them. Minerals are sometimes sold as an easy way of preventing sows from aborting, but this claim is entirely without foundation.
In early autumn the breeding animals should be examined carefully for skin parasites such as lice and mange mites. If the weather is still warm they may be dipped, while later on during cold weather they should be hand-treated according to the directions in Chapter XVI.
FAREOWING PEEPAEATIONS
It is always wise to keep an accurate record of the breeding dates of the sows in order that suitable farrowing places may be prepared. Memory often fails and a sow may farrow unexpectedly in any out-of-the-way place and some of the little pigs may be lost from exposure. Bred sows may be allowed to run together until about ten days or two weeks before farrowing time. This can be figured readily when it is known that a sow usually carries her young about 114 days. The sow should be placed in an individual farrowing pen at least a week before the pigs come, so that her new surroundings will not make her nervous. If she is to farrow outside on pasture, she should have time enough to get acquainted with her shelter. A calm and contented sow means bigger and better litters.
The floor of the house or pen should be scraped and then scrubbed with scalding water to kill all round-worm eggs. The liberal application of any good dip will make a fitting ending to the clean-up program.
The belly and udder of the sow should be washed with warm water and soap to remove any worm eggs or germs which may adhere to the skin. A clean sow in a clean pen will help in preventing early pen scours and worm infection. Only a few farmers practice these simple methods of prevention, but those are amply repaid in freedom from the worry of trying to cure these diseases after they get a start,